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T Dt of Bsckboaid

Rbode-Ifland, February 2o0.

O N the 12th Currant arrived here —
Humphry Johnfton in a Sloop from
North Carolina, bound to Amboy who failed
the next Day, and informs that Governour
Spotfwood of Virginia fitted out two Sloops,
well manned with Fifty pickt Men of His Ma-
jefty’s Men of War lying there, and {mall
Arms, but no great Guns, under the Com-
mand of Lieutenant Robert Maynard of His
Majefty’s Ship Pearl, in purfuit of that Noto-
rious and Arch Pirate Capt. Teach, who made
his efcape from Virginia, when fome of his
Men were taken there, which Pirate Lieuten-
ant Maynard came up with at North Carolina,
and when they came in hearing of each other,
Teach called to Lieutenant Maynard and told
him he was for King GEORGE, defiring him
to hoift out his boat and come aboard,
Maynard replyed that he defigned to come
aboard with his floop as {foon as he could, and
Teach underftanding his defign, told him that
if he would let him alone, he would not med-
dle with him; Maynard anfwered that it was
him he wanted, and that he would have him
dead or alive, elfe it would coft him his life;
whereupon Teach called for a Glafs of Wine,
and fwore Damnation to himfelf if he either
took or ‘gave Quarters: then Lieutenant
Maynard told his Men .that now they knew
what they had to truft to, and could not efcape
the Pirates hands if they had a mind, but muft
either fight and kill, or be killed; Teach begun
and fired feveral great Guns at Maynard’s
Sloop, which did but little damage, but
Maynard rowing nearer Teach’s Sloop of Ten
Guns, Teach fired {ome {mall Guns, loaded

with Swan fhot, fpick Nails and pieces of old

Iron, in upon Maynard, which killed fix of his
Men and wounded ten, upon which Lieuten-
ant Maynard, ordered all the reft of his Men
to go down in the Hould, himfelf, Abraham
Demelt of New-York, and a third at the Helm
ftayed above Deck. Teach {feeing fo few on the
Deck, faid to his Men, the Rogues were all
killed except two or three, and he would go
on board and kill them himfelf] {fo drawing
nearer, went on board, took hold of the fore
fheet and made faft the Sloops; Maynard and
Teach themfelves two begun the fight with
their Swords, Maynard making a thruft, the
point of his Sword went againft Teach’s Car-
tridge Box, and bended it to the Hilt, Teach
broke the Guard of it, and wounded
Maynard’s Fingers but did not difable him,
whereupon he Jumpt back, threw away his
Sword and fired his Piftol, which wounded
Teach. Demelt ftruck in between them with
his Sword and cut Teach’s Face pretty much;
in the Interim both Companies ingaged in
Maynard’s Sloop, one of Maynard’s Men be-
ing a Highlander, ingaged Teach with his
broad Sword, who gave Teach a cut on the
Neck, Teach faying well done Lad, the High-
lander reply’d, if it be not well done, I’ll do it
better, with that he gave him a fecond ftroke,
which cut off his Head, laying it flat on his
Shoulder, Teach’s Men being about 20, and
three or four Blacks were all killed in the In-
gagement, excepting two carried to Virginia:
Teach’s body was thrown overboard, and his
Head put on the top of the Bowdprit.

An article on Edward Teach, a.k.a. the pirate Blackbeard, from The Boston News-Letter, America’s first
regularly-issued newspaper, Feb. 23 - March 2, 1719 edition.



