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How to make a PEN.

HIS is gained {ooner by Experience and Obfervation

from others that can make a Pen well, than by verbal Di-
rections. But not, That thofe Quills called Seconds, are the
beft, as being hard, long, and round in the Barrel; and before
you begin to cut the Quill, {crape off the fuperfluous Scrurf,
with the Back of your Pen-Knife; fcrape moft of the Back of
your Quill, that the Slit may be the finer, and without
Gander’s-Teeth, (as the Roughnefs in the Slit is by fome
called. After you have fcraped the Quill as abovefaid, cut the
Quill at the End half through, on the back Part; and then
turning up the Belly, cut the other Half or Part quite through,
vsz. about a Quarter or almoft Half an Inch, at the End of the
Quill which will then appear forked: Then enter the Pen-
Knife a little in the back Notch, and then putting the Peg of
the Pen-Knife-Haft, or the End of another Quill, into the
back Notch, holding our Thumb pretty hard on the Back of
the Quill, as high as you intend the Slit to be, with a fudden or
quick Twitch, force up the Slit; it muft be fudden and {mart,
that the Slit may be clearer: Then, by several Cuts on each
Side, bring the Quill into equal Shape or Form, on both Sides:
And having brought it to a fine Point, place the infide of the
Nib on the Nail of your Thumb, and enter the Knife at the
Extremity of the Nib, and cut it through a little {loping: Then
with an almoft downright Cut of the Knife, cut off the Nib:
and then by other proper cuts, finifh the Pen, bringing it into a
handfome Shape, and proper Form: Meddle not with the Nib
again, by giving it any Trimming or fine Cuts; for that causes a
Roughness, and fpoils it: But, if you do, to bring the Nib eve-
ner, you muft nib it again as above dire¢ted.—#> Note, That
the Breadth of the Nib muft be proportioned to the Breadth
of the Body, or downright back Strokes of the Letters, in
whatfoever Hand you write, whether f{mall or text,——Note
alfo, That in your fitting to write, you place yourfelf directly
againft a fore right Light, or elfe to have it on your left Hand;
(which I efteem best) but by no Means to have the Light on
your right Hand, becaufe the Shadow of your writing Hand
will obftruct your Sight. ————
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Thus far for Dire¢tion.——Now for Application.—1I have
here fet Copies of the moft ufual, fathionable, and commend-
able Hands for Bufinefs; with Alphabets of great and fmall
Letters, proper to each. Be fure you make your Letters well,
(both fmall and great) before you proceed to Joining.———Be
careful in Imitation, and obferve the foregoing Directions, and
without Doubt you will gain your End. Command of Hand, or
the Art of ftriking Letters, &c. is gained by frequent practifing
after good examples.
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